
 
Dr. Jean Rawlings Sumner is Dean of Mercer University School of Medicine 
(MUSM). She practiced internal medicine in Washington and Johnson Counties for 
over 25 years. Dr. Sumner is a third generation Georgia physician and is committed 
to rural health. She was a member of the first class at MUSM and has served on 
multiple state boards including Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities, 
State Medical Education Board, Public Health Advisory Committee, and Georgia 
Composite Board of Medicine where she served as President and Medical Director. 
In addition to her other work, Dr. Sumner has served as a member of the Federation 
of State Boards of Medicine S.M.A.R.T. workgroup to help establish standards for 
telehealth. . She is married to Joe Sumner, a pharmacist, and they have two 
children and four granddaughters. Dr. Sumner enjoys raising chickens, fishing, art, 
and creating pottery.   
 


